
Welcome to Camp #175 Games Galore and More 2023!  
 
I am Pastor Amanda Larsen (she/her), dean of the camp. I’m a UMC pastor and currently serve as the 
Director of Children and Youth Ministries at Christ UMC in Rochester. This is my third summer of creating 
gamer camp. 
 
You are signed up for a week of gaming June 11-16! Camp begins with drop-off on Sunday at 3:00pm. We 
are in the Lodge, which has large shared sleeping rooms with shared bathrooms. We also have two large 
rooms for gaming and a room with ping pong and other activities. See the second page of this letter for a 
packing list, information about check-in and check-out, and how to contact your camper. Within the 
registration portal there are forms to fill out. (“Camper Medical Information and Authorization”, “Release 
of Liability” and, if needed, the “Camper Medication Form”) 
 
Each day at camp we will have morning, afternoon and evening Gamer Academy sessions. These are Bible 
Study/Ethics/Life Kit lessons. This year our theme is Good and Evil. We’ll explore alignment (from D&D and 
in life), stories of good and evil, and focus on how we can play to 
win in such a way that everyone enjoys the game.  
 
Each day we will play lots of games—organized D&D, Magic the 
Gathering and tabletop gaming. You should plan to bring what you 
have for D&D and MtG, but know that we will have beginner 
supplies for these games as well. You do not need to buy anything 
extra for camp. We also do some “traditional camp” activities, 
based on the interests of our group. Last year there was epic gaga 
ball and axe throwing.  
 
We will have a zoom session on May 28 (Sunday of Memorial Day 
weekend) at 7pm for a time of “get to know you” and Q&A. This helps Pastor Amanda (camp dean) plan 
the games for the week with the things people actually want to do. Please mark your calendars now! 
 
Meeting ID: 506 716 4639.   Passcode: 1SrEdq 
   
In the meantime, please feel free to reach out with questions. This camp is intended to be as inclusive as 
possible. My email is pastoramanda@cumethodist.com. 
 
The week ends on Friday, June 16 with pick up at 11:00am. 
 
I am so, so excited to see you at camp! I’m already praying for you. 
 
Amanda 
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Coming to Camp Info 

If you haven’t filled out the “Camper 

Medical Information Form” and “Release of 

Liability Waiver” online, bring them with 

you to camp. These forms are REQUIRED to 

attend camp and must be signed by 

participant’s legal parent/guardian.  Paper 

forms can be downloaded from the website 

- or request them from us, 

We are looking forward to a wonderful time 

at camp.  Please carefully read the rest of 

this letter as it has information that you will 

need to get ready for your time at Northern 

Pines Camp.  Please contact us at 

NPdirector@campminnesota.org or call 218

-732-4713 if you have any questions. 

 

When you arrive at camp on Sunday 

between 3-4 pm you will be met by our 

greeter and directed  through the drive-

through check-in process.  Please have any 

forms, mail, camp store money and 

medications in the vehicle where it can be 

easily located for check-in. More details for 

pre-camp preparations will be shared with 

you as we get closer to camp. 

 Please bring medication in the original    

prescription bottle and put all medications 

in a gallon zip closure plastic bag! 

You will meet with the health care manager 

to review the health form information then 

head to the camper drop-off area by the 

cabins.   

Parents and guardians will also receive a 

camper ID card.  The card must be 

presented to staff at your check-out time to 

pick up your camper. If someone else is 

picking up your child, please make 

arrangements to get them the ID card. If the 

pick-up person does not have an ID card the 

director will call the designated adult on the 

health form to get permission for pick-up. 

Remember, campers are required to be 

supervised by their parents or guardians 

until they are completely checked in. 

We will be following the current CDC COVID 

protocols at camp time. We will let you 

know specifics as needed. 

 

What happens at check out? 

When you arrive at camp you will be directed by the greeter 

through the checkout process.  The check-out process will 

begin at 11 am.  Staff will collect your camper ID card you 

received at check-in.  If camper ID cards are lost or misplaced, 

a photo ID and/or personal call from camp staff to the 

contact listed on the health form will be required.  The health 

care manager will return any checked-in medications.  You 

will also collect crafts from the week and any unused money 

deposited at the beginning of camp. The camp store will be 

open for parents/caregivers to visit after check-out has been 

completed. 

Note: Each camper will receive a free cinch-sack backpack 

and a water bottle upon arrival at camp. Hats, t-shirts and 

other mementos of camp will be available for purchase at the 

camp store.  

What to bring! What not to bring! 

 Signed Health and Waiver Forms if not 

done online (preferred method) 

 Medication needed during camp in a zip 

closure plastic bag 

 Sleeping bag and pillow 

 Bath towel, hand towel,  soap, shampoo, 

toothbrush and paste, personal hand 

sanitizer 

 Sunscreen and insect repellant 

 Bible     

 Flashlight       

 Camera, if desired 

 Swimsuit, beach towel, sandals/water 

shoes, hat 

 Cell phones - If a camper brings a 

cell phone, they will need to leave 

it with a camp staff member during 

check in or send it home with a 

parent/guardian 

 iPod/other electronic devices 

 Sports equipment/ fireworks/ 

lighters 

 Extra food/ snacks/ pop 

 Alcohol/ tobacco/ drugs 

 Pets of any type or size 

 Weapons and Firearms 

How do I contact my Camper? 

Please like our Facebook page, Northern 
Pines Camp and Retreat Center, and follow 
us on Twitter and Instagram throughout the 
week to get updates and to see pictures of 
what our campers are experiencing.  

Campers love to receive mail.  Please allow at 
least 3 days for standard mail to reach camp. 
Keep in mind that for shorter events, you 
may need to mail letters before your camper 
leaves home for camp. You are also free to 
leave letters for your camper with the staff 
during check-in, to be distributed throughout 
the week.  

Campers may receive email at camp, but will 
not have access to a computer to respond. 
Our staff will print emails and deliver them to 
campers during lunch time. 

Campers are allowed to use camp phones 
only for emergencies. If you have questions, 
concerns, or need to contact your child, 
please feel free to call the camp’s number at 
any time.  

Our staff is happy to assist you and will 
deliver your message to your camper as soon 
as possible. 

In the event of an emergency, you may 
contact the camp 24hrs a day. 

Camper Mailing Address 
Northern Pines Camp 
Your Campers Name 

20033 County 1 
Park Rapids, MN 56470 

 
Camper Email 

NPcampers@campminnesota.org 

Camp Phone 

218-732-4713 
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Northern Pines 
Directions

N

Address:
20033 County 1, 
Park Rapids MN 
56470

Contact Details:
218-732-4713
northernpinescamp@campminnesota.org
www.northernpinescamp.org

Directions from Park Rapids:
Go east on Highway 34 to the Holiday Gas Station.
Turn north onto County 1 and drive two miles to the camp.

171

Park  Rapids

Northern 
Pines Camp

Holiday Gas 
Station

34 34

Fish Hook Lake

Minnesota United Methodist Camping & Retreats Ministry
122 W. Franklin Ave. Ste. 400
Minneapolis, MN 55404

(855) 622-1973
camps@campminnesota.org
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