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  Beauty from Ashes: Fire and Restoration in Lakeview Lodge 
      
      On the early morning of Dec. 21st, a fire of undetermined origin began near the loading dock of the kitchen of 
historic Lakeview Lodge. The blaze quickly grew, entering the pantry and scorching the exterior wall of the administra-
tive offices and guest rooms near the kitchen, and filling Lakeview with acrid smoke before local firefighters could ex-
tinguish it. Thankfully the fire occurred at a time when no groups were on the grounds, and the four people who were in 
the building at the time escaped without injury. In the end, the kitchen area was a total loss and the remainder of the 
building would require extensive renovation due to smoke and some fire damage. The building was fully insured. 

      Shortly after the fire, Executive Director Dan Zieg-
ler shared in an e-mail to friends of the ministry his 
sense of God’s presence in the midst of the difficulty. 
“In scripture, there is a beautiful metaphor from Isaiah 
61, where God promises to redeem Israel’s mourning, 
exchanging ‘beauty for ashes.’ As we clean up the ash-
es of destruction here at Koronis, we do so believing 
that God will work in our midst to move this growing 
ministry forward into a beautiful future of service to 
the church. If the people of God respond, we will see 
the camp powerfully retooled for its hundredth anni-
versary in 2022, with a totally restored Lakeview 
Lodge and the completion of the new Tabernacle, 
ready to serve as a gathering place for the church.” 

 The seven-month, $600,000 Lakeview reno-
vation project began in mid-January, with the build-
ing expected to be fully functional by late-summer. 
The renovation totally remodeled the Lakeview din-
ing rooms, meeting spaces, and administrative offic-
es. It also included new carpeting, paint, and light-
ing throughout the building, as well as replacement 
of much of the building’s contents.  The destroyed 
kitchen was removed, and a temporary mobile 
kitchen brought in to serve in its place until a new 
kitchen and dining room can be completed as part of 
the New Tabernacle project.  An additional 
$350,000 from the insurance settlement will go to-
ward constructing and equipping the new replace-
ment kitchen on the first-floor of the Tabernacle 
building (see TABERNACLE on page 2).  An open 
house for the renovated Lakeview Lodge is sched-
uled for Labor Day afternoon. 
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 Looking Toward the Sunrise: Reflections on a COVID Summer 

 It’s been quiet here by the lake this summer—too quiet.   

 Camp has always been a place for summer sunshine and togetherness; walking arm-in-arm with friends, 
splashing around at the beach, joy-filled singing ‘round the campfire, late-night laughter, raising the chapel roof in 
heart-felt worship.  This pandemic summer we’ve all learned, painfully, the incompatibility of social distancing and 
camp-style togetherness.  Sadly, all of our summer camp-run programs have been cancelled, as have most summer 
guest-group events. Koronis Ministries has not been totally empty however—individual camp cottages have been full 
most of the summer with families experiencing lake-time together—but the loss of group events and summer pro-
grams has left a significant hole in our mission and budget.  We estimate that the ministry could loose as much as 
$700,000 in potential income this year due to the Coronavirus. We have taken drastic steps to limit our losses, but util-
ity, infrastructure, administration, and maintenance costs continue whether or not people are here. Because of this, the 
camp is facing a significant budget deficit, and we’d be grateful if those of you who are able would be willing to give 
a gift of whatever you can to help us weather this dark time. 

 Beyond the darkness, we’ve got a promise from God—
the sun will rise again, as will God’s mercies (Lamentations 3). 

 So, we’re already looking ahead to the morning; begin-
ning with hosting small, socially-distanced groups this fall and 
winter, and as restrictions ease, returning to a summer of joyful 
togetherness in 2021. We’re also anticipating putting this beauti-
ful lakeside facility to full ministry use once again, along with 
our new Tabernacle and newly renovated Lakeview Lodge. 

 Together we’ll encourage each other through the dark 
times, and together we’ll celebrate God’s faithfulness in the sun-
rise as it breaks the quiet of the night.  See you in the morning!    

             - Executive Director, Dan Ziegler 
Lakeview Lodge exterior restoration with mobile kitchen 

December fire damages historic Lakeview Lodge 



 

 

New Tabernacle Finally Nears Go-ahead 
 

 Koronis Ministries' long-awaited Tabernacle project ap-
pears ready to begin construction this fall. The  $3.35 million en-
hancement is slated to replace the ministry’s original seasonal Tab-
ernacle, which was razed five years ago. Planned construction has 
been delayed due to fundraising, permitting, and structural review 
processes over the past two years. In late April, the Stearns County 
Planning Board at last gave their approval for the project’s zoning 
and environmental compliance. In addition, sewage and storm-
water plans have been presented to the county. The camp now 
awaits a final building permit and ADA review from the MN De-
partment of Labor and Industry. “This has been an excruciatingly 
slow process,” remarked Director Dan Ziegler, “with a number of 
unexpected roadblocks to overcome. In addition, the pandemic has  
bogged down the permitting and approval process even more than 
normal.”  Ziegler said the camp expects the go-ahead from the state 
“any week now,” and will start construction as soon as permits are 
in hand to bring the project “under roof” by winter.   

 This long-planned initiative will receive significant funding from the MN UMC’s strategic use of proceeds from 
the sale of former camp properties. Initially, the building was going to be completed in two stages, with the upper-level 
meeting venue to be built first, and the lower-level kitchen/dining room to be finished once additional funds became 
available.  However, with the loss of the camp’s kitchen due to a December fire (see FIRE on page 1), the kitchen/dining 

room has now become an urgent need as well. “We’re thankful 
that $350,000 from the fire insurance can be used to help with 
new kitchen costs,” said Ziegler, “but we’re still about $500,000 
short of the total funds needed to complete the structure on both 
levels.”  The camp hopes to close that financial gap through 
fundraising efforts over the next nine months.  Once started, the 
building is expected to take 10-12 months to complete. 

                      Wi-Fi Upgrade 
 

 Reliable internet has become an essential for life, work, 
and worship, even at a lakeside retreat center.  Early this sum-
mer, thanks to the help of some visionary donors and volun-
teers, Koronis Ministries has been able to significantly enhance 
its Wi-Fi network.  A new Ubiquity mesh internet system has 
been installed that is 10-times faster and over twice as extensive 
as the system it replaced. Strong and relatively fast Wi-Fi is 
now available throughout the retreat center, both inside and out, 
including in the dining room and all meeting areas. The system 
is designed to be easily expandable, both in bandwidth and cov-
erage terms. A special “thank you” to all who helped it happen!  

 

Nomads Renovate Cottage #62 
 

 What would we do without the Nomads?  For the forth year in a row a cheerful and servant-hearted group of 
volunteers spent three weeks at Koronis Ministries giving their time and talent to an important camp project.  This year 
they continued the renovation of Cottage #62, a lovely cabin that the camp purchased five years ago from long-time 
Koronis Ministries Treasurer, Wes Melgren.  When finished, this large cottage overlooking the lake will feature three 

bedrooms, a full kitchen, an outside upper deck, an up-
stairs common room, and a cozy living room with stone 
fireplace. It will have a capacity of eight people, and 
with the Nomad’s help, we hope to complete the reno-
vation in time for next summer. 

 Not only have the Nomads volunteered their 
time, but individual Nomads and the organization have 
given over $7,000 to help fund the project, an invalua-
ble gift at this time when COVID restrictions have left 
the camp with few funds for projects (see SUNRISE on 
back page). A second team of Nomads is scheduled to 
continue the cottage renovation work in late August. 

 The Nomads are a nationwide network of re-
tired  volunteers affiliated with the United Methodist 
Church. With over 900 members, Nomads travel in 
their RVs across the country, serving at UMC organiza-
tions like Koronis Ministries, and demonstrating God’s 
love through their work. Three cheers for our Nomads! 

 Ministry Welcomes New Facility Manager 

  Last fall, James and Leona Coblenz, along with their eight chil-
dren, were wrapping up three years of mission work in Central America 
and searching for a new calling in their lives.  James, who grew up on a 
farm in Kentucky, had formerly worked in the trades as a mechanic, 
electrician, and general handyman. He was hoping to find a ministry set-
ting where he could continue to use his gifts and abilities, and where the 
family could serve together—and God opened a door! 

 “I love seeing people experience the joy that this place brings,” 
said James when asks what motivates him as Facilities Manager, “and I 
really enjoy the work variety the position requires.” James and family 
live on the grounds, and together are already fully engaged in the minis-
try. We’re glad to welcome this service-minded family to our staff team! 

Crew Chief Suzanne Cronin oversees Cottage #62 work 

 Director Dan Ziegler at County Planning Board 

Tabernacle Math 
 

Phase I (exterior & upper level meeting space)      $2,600,000 
Phase II (lower level kitchen and dining room)        $750,000 
Total Building Cost         $3,350,000 
 

Tabernacle Gifts & Pledges Received thus far          $700,000 
Funds from Insurance to Replace Kitchen         $350,000 
Strategic Funds from Sale of Camp Properties      $1,800,000 
Total Funds Available                                          $2,850,000 
 

FUNDS NEEDED to Complete Tabernacle         $500,000      


